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The blood half-life of intramuscular ethyl mercury from thimerosal in vaccines in infants is 
substantially shorter than that of oral methyl mercury in adults.  Increased mercury levels were 
detected in stools after vaccination, suggesting that the gastrointestinal tract is involved in ethyl 
mercury elimination.  Because of the differing pharmacokinetics of ethyl and methyl mercury, 
exposure guidelines based on oral methyl mercury in adults may not be accurate for risk 
assessments in children who receive thimerosal-containing vaccines. 


